Nicholas H. Allison
Editing  ∙  Writing  ∙  Communications Consulting
_____________________________________________________________________________​​​​__
652 W. Galer St., Seattle, WA 98119  ∙  (206) 283-2592  ∙  nick@nickallison.com
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
March 2003–present
Editorial and communications consultant
Provide editing, communications strategy, writing, and project management to a variety 
of clients, including:
· Girl Friday Productions


Freelance “cold reader” and proofreader for a book-publishing firm, scrutinizing fiction 
   titles for errors in grammar, continuity, spelling, and formatting
· The Guemes Tide

Volunteer editor, writer, copyeditor, and page-layout artist for a monthly nonprofit 
   community newspaper on Guemes Island.

· Long Live the Kings


Consultant to salmon-conservation nonprofit, assisting with communications 
          strategy and writing/editing of web pages, marketing materials, and grant applications

· Henry Art Gallery, University of Washington

Editor of books on contemporary-art exhibitions
· Seattle Weekly



Interim arts and culture editor, May-August 2004
· InfoSpace, Inc.


Website writing, rewriting, and interface smoothing

· Sean Freeman


Developmental editing of fiction and nonfiction manuscripts for independent author
January 1997–March 2002
Amazon.com: senior editor, managing editor, editor-in-chief

Performed a large, ever-changing variety of editorial and management tasks for the pioneering online merchant’s bookselling business.

· Managed a staff of up to 30 editors and an annual editorial budget of $750,000; provided direction on creation of editorial matter, book selection, business focus, and resource 
deployment; led mission-statement process; acted as spokesman, liaison, and editorial advocate 
to rest of business
· Managed and wrote key sections of the website, including (at various times) the Books home page, Amazon.com Journal, and the Mystery & Thrillers section
· Conceived, negotiated, and oversaw national short-story contest and award, in partnership with the writers’ organization PEN

· Acted as liaison and editorial manager for strategic partnerships with Excite.com, iVillage.com, 
and Quicken.com
September 1994–January 1997
Adobe Systems: editor-in-chief, Adobe Magazine
Responsible for all editorial and design aspects of a software company’s user magazine, circulated to more than half a million subscribers.

· Managed editorial and design personnel and budget, including 5–6 staffers and a large cadre of contributing editors and freelancers

· Conceived, assigned, edited, and wrote numerous articles

· Acted as chief editorial liaison and advocate to rest of business
January 1989 – September 1994
Aldus Corporation: freelance copyeditor; associate editor, Aldus Magazine; managing 
editor, Aldus Magazine
· Created, edited, and copyedited marketing and technical materials for Aldus’s Creative 
Services group
· Acted as core member of launch team for Aldus Magazine, with an initial subscription base 
of 100,000
· As magazine’s managing editor, oversaw all editorial scheduling and coordination; helped manage budget and freelancers; and conceived, assigned, edited, and wrote numerous articles

1988–1994
Freelance editor and copyeditor

· Copyedited dozens of trade books for the New York publisher Harper & Row/HarperCollins (see sample list below)
· Performed developmental editing and copyediting for the University of Washington’s Henry Art Gallery, Sasquatch Books, and other clients (see sample list below)
1987–1988

Washington Magazine: ad traffic manager

Oversaw display-ad booking, production, and billing for regional consumer magazine.

[1980–1987: Worked full-time as a jazz and pop pianist.]
1977–1980

Adventure Travel Publications: editor, writer, copyeditor, proofreader

Performed a variety of editorial tasks for a Seattle-based publisher of books, magazines, and marketing/membership materials.

SAMPLE LIST OF BOOKS EDITED
Substantive/developmental editing
WOW (The Work of the Work). Seattle: Henry Art Gallery, 2005.
The Gelman Collection and The Gelman Collection: Selections. Cuernavaca: Muros/Costco, 2004.

Paul de Barros, Jackson Street After Hours: The Roots of Jazz in Seattle. Seattle: Sasquatch Books, 1993
Art Into Life: Russian Constructivism 1914–1932. Seattle and New York: Henry Art Gallery and Rizzoli

 
International, 1990
William Ivey: Three Decades of Painting. Seattle: Henry Art Gallery, 1989
Sean Freeman, Autobiography of an American Taliban and Emergency Room (unpublished manuscripts, 
2003–4)
Copyediting for Harper & Row/HarperCollins
Jacques Barzun and Wendell Hertig Taylor, A Catalogue of Crime (1989)
Bill Bryson, The Lost Continent: Travels in Small-Town America (1990)
Annie Dillard, The Living (1992)

Rod Gragg, Confederate Goliath: The Battle of Fort Fisher (1991)

Tony Hillerman, Talking God (1989), Coyote Waits (1990), and Sacred Clowns (1993)
David Lavender, The Way to the Western Sea: Lewis and Clark Across the Continent (1988)

Edward N. Luttwak and Stuart L. Koehl, A Dictionary of Modern War (1990)

Nancy Mairs, Carnal Acts: Essays (1990)

James Reston Jr., The Lone Star: The Life of John Connally (1989)
